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Although I’m sure that some of you have these rules memorized from previous 
CLU-IN events, let’s run through them quickly for our new participants.  

Please mute your phone lines during the seminar to minimize disruption and 
background noise. If you do not have a mute button, press *6 to mute #6 to 
unmute your lines at anytime. Also, please do NOT put this call on hold as this 
may bring delightful, but unwanted background music over the lines and 
interupt the seminar. 

You should note that throughout the seminar, we will ask for your feedback. 
You do not need to wait for Q&A breaks to ask questions or provide 
comments. To submit comments/questions and report technical problems, 
please use the ? Icon at the top of your screen. You can move forward/
backward in the slides by using the single arrow buttons (left moves back 1 
slide, right moves advances 1 slide). The double arrowed buttons will take you 
to 1st and last slides respectively. You may also advance to any slide using the 
numbered links that appear on the left side of your screen. The button with a 
house icon will take you back to main seminar page which displays our 
agenda, speaker information, links to the slides and additional resources. 
Lastly, the button with a computer disc can be used to download and save 
today’s presentation materials. 

With that, please move to slide 3. 
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Some common materials that have been known to contain asbestos. 
These slides do not show actual ACM representatives, they do 
represent materials that do, or have in the past, contained asbestos. 
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Some asphalt based roofing repair materials contain asbestos. 
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Or three tab roofing. A common product for residential dwellings and 
apartment complexes. 
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It’s what holds your bricks together. 
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More siding 
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Powdered form when mixed with water makes a patching material. 
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Asbestos fibers help bind it together and resist heat. 
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What does NESHAP mean? 
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The Main steps to the asbestos and demolition process. 
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Asbestos Committee is a group of EPA experts who provide support for 
asbestos site and risk assessment in the Superfund program. 
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The committee was charged with developing guidance to fill the gap 
created in asbestos site assessment by the Cook memo. 
To provide guidance concerning assessing sites using a risk-based 
approach. 
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1% cannot be used because: 
1. Different activities on the same soil sample can yield vastly different 
airborne asbestos concentrations (ND to >1%) 
2. Risk assessment can NOT predict inhalation exposure and risk from 
soil concentration using models. At sites soils w/ asbestos levels below 
1% have shown high risk inhalation exposures when disturbed. “1 
percent threshold for asbestos in soil/debris . . . may not be protective 
of human health in all instances” 
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Recommended framework for investigating and evaluating the 
potential for asbestos exposure 

Recommended for Removal and Remedial sites 

Addresses outdoor and indoor exposures 

Uses the latest analytical methodologies 

Risk managers can choose to take response action at any point 
along the framework 
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Is asbestos an issue at the site? 

What historic documents from facility operations are available for review 
that can provide information regarding potential for asbestos exposure? 

 How long were operations conducted? 
 What products did the facility produce? 

What is seen by the naked eye?  Later slides will show raw asbestos. 
Did any previous environmental sampling occur? If so when? What 
were the results? Are the results available? 
Query the present workers and nearby residents if historical record is 
incomplete. 
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Is there a threat of release or has a release occurred? 

What materials containing asbestos were transported in or out? 
What are the conditions of the ACM? 
What human activities are causing soil disturbance or uncontrolled 
release? 
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Is there a complete human exposure pathway (current or future)? 

Assume exposure pathway is complete unless it can be ruled out. 

Who can be exposed? 
Is it possible there will be no exposure due to no activity on the site? 
How will the property by used in 5 years, 10 years, 20 years, or more? 
Is it possible the contaminated media has been covered? Will it 
continue to be covered in the future? 
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First sampling step is preliminary characterization of exposure potential. 
If RME exposure scenario is used to assess area where highest soil/
dust concentration of asbestos is expected, results would be expected 
to be on high-end of exposure for site. This is a screening step. 

Collect outdoor data using common sampling methods that disturb the 
soil. An RME exposure scenario (activity) is recommended, such as 
raking. Although most likely activity may also be appropriate (playing or 
biking). 

Activity based sampling is recommended for areas of site where 
asbestos contamination is expected to be highest. 

Soil sampling is suggested to supplement and provide additional site 
information. 
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Step 4 sampling is intended to be high end. If the results of preliminary 
sampling show no exposure, then users can decide that no further 
evaluation is needed 

If asbestos exposure is found or the results are uncertain, the 
committee recommends additional site characterization or a response 
action to prevent exposure. 
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This step recommends more detailed and specific sampling at the site 
to more fully characterize exposure. 

This step supports risk-based site evaluation by 
- Following a QAPP 
- Conducting ABS using actual or anticipated expected scenarios 
- Collecting more site-specific data and expand sampling to larger area  
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The results of step 5 provide users with asbestos exposure results from 
more detailed ABS. 

Those data provide information to make a decision comes from 3 
choices: 
Results are uncertain and more evaluation is needed 
OR 
No further evaluation because exposure was below a level of concern 
OR 
Response action is recommended because exposure was above a level 
of concern 
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Response actions (including ICs) are used to prevent exposure to 
contaminated soil/dust at the site. 
- Remove the soil or dust 
- Install a cap 
- Place ICs 
- Combination of the above 

The determination of appropriate response action is a risk management 
decision. 
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