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Overview presentation 

► 1. PFAS team Common Forum 

► 2. Network EmConSoil 

► 3. Cooperation 4 European countries 
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Work programme PFAS-team Common Forum 

► INTENTIONS 

► The PFAS-team at COMMON FORUM likes to express the 

importance and need to initiate exchanges of views on the way 

forward to ensure health safety and environmental quality, good 

soil health and groundwater status, safe soil reuse and legal 

certainty for the PFAS contamination in soil and groundwater 

I► Approximately 4 meetings per year (usually online) with an 

average of 15 to 20 participants 

► Teams channel 
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Work programme PFAS-team 
► TOPICS 

□ determining the activities that can lead to contamination of the 

soil or groundwater with PFAS 

□ drawing up inventories of potentially PFAS contaminated sites 

□ investigation of the inventoried PFAS sites 

□ determining background values and trigger values for PFAS 

□ performing risk assessments for PFAS 

□ remediation of PFAS-contaminated soils 

□ investigation and approach for diffuse contamination of PFAS 

□ trigger values for reuse of soil and soil materials 

□ exchange with the PFAS working group of NICOLE 
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EmConSoil 

�& Vlaanderen OVAH 

EmConSoil t 
a Multi-stakeholder Network Home News Publications Participate Search 
for Emer;ing Soil Contaminants 

Challenges for Emerging Soil Contaminant governance & policyCreating a multi-stakeholder 

network 

Q NL EN 

Many harmful chemicals find their way into the environment, and end up in soils, groundwater and sediments. They are considered as contaminants of 

emerging concern because they are a threat to human health and ecosystems� 

Dealing with the legacy of soil contamination with emerging contaminants poses maJor challenges for policy makers. scientists. consultancies and 

problem owners. Adequate governance and management strategies are needed to prevent risks and further spreading of these contaminants and to 

preserve healthy soils for the future. 

EmConSoil (vlaanderen.be) 
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https://ovam-english.vlaanderen.be/nl/web/emconsoil/home


Network introduction 
► International network EmConSoil, 'Challenges for emerging 

soil contaminant governance & policy'. 
► Established 2019 by OVAM (Public Waste Agency Flanders) 
► Knowledge sharing and addressing challenges 
► Stakeholders 

staKeno1d 
lo 

Business 

Sector organ isations 

{NI COLE), consu ltancy and 

e.xpertise-engineering 

compa r;ii es and SME' s 

Public Administration 
Poli,cy makers.at different 

government levels, 

age11cie:5 for ·environment 

and land & s.oil 

managem ent 

Pu Mic and privat e research 

bodies (JRC, NORMAN 

network), univer.sitie,s, 

education and training 

Civil Society/Users 
Non -governmental 

organisations 

representing 

environmental, health 

and consumer priorities 



Goals and topics 
1> Promote/improve know-how about emerging substances 

and their remediation and policy challenges 
2> Gather information in a structured way (e.g. wiki-format -

newsletters) 
3) Bring together expertise from different sectors and 

stakeholders: intermezzos - webinars - working groups 
4) Organise debate - taking a representative stand - weighing in 

on international policy 

Publication: 
White paper: CHALLENGES FOR EMERGING SOIL CONTAMINANT 
GOVERNANCE & POLICY Creating a multi-stakeholder network 

Other publications 
https://ovam-
english .vlaan de ren. be/ n I /web/ emco nso i I/ pub I ica tions 

https://ovam-english.vlaanderen.be/nl/web/emconsoil/publications
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https://www.ensor-conference.eu/


Participation 

• Participate! 
Participation is free of charge, and without obligation. 
Fill out the registration form 

• Access to: 

• Newsletters 
• Webinars 
• ENSOr workshops 
• White paper 
• Publications 

https://app.keysurvey.com/f/1407132/1ae2/


3. Cooperation 4 
European countries 



Cooperation 4 countries 

► Coo~eration Germany Denmark, Netherlands 
and Belgium (Flanders) - new initiative recently 
started - policy advisors and scientists 

► Derivation of soil standards (trigger values and risk 
assessment) - methodology ancf concepts 

► Going from EFSA-4 to all PFAS: Risk Potention Factors, Risk 
Fate Factors 

► Short chain PFAS - discussion: measurement/analysis, 
environmental behaviour 

► Sum PFAS - discussion:)/ measurement/~n.alysis: EOF, TOPA, 
NTA, ... ; 2/ recommendation for use, sens1t1v1ty, LOQs, ... ; 3/ 
Which PFAS are in sum? 

► Anth~opogenic background, re-use of soils, link to groundwater, 
leaching 



Thank you for your 
attention! 

Johan Ceenaeme 
OVAM 
Public Waste agency of Flanders 

www.ovam.be 
johan.ceenaeme@ovam.be 

"Judge a man by his questions 
rather than by his answers" 
Voltaire 

mailto:johan.ceenaeme@ovam.be



