
Virginia Pollinator‐Smart Solar Industry Project Team

1



Virginia Pollinator Smart Webpage 
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Virginia Solar Site Pollinator/Bird Habitat Scorecard‐Proposed or Retrofit 
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Virginia Solar Site Pollinator/Bird Habitat Scorecard‐Monitoring Established Sites  
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Virginia Pollinator‐Smart Comprehensive Manual 
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Year 1
• Site Suitability Analysis
• Designing the Pollinator‐
Smart Planting 
• Vegetation Management Plan

• Scorecard Version A
• 21‐Day Review Period

• Introducing the Review Board

• Certification!
• Installation
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Years 2‐9

• Annual Site Inspection
• Biennial Monitoring
• Scorecard Version B

• 21‐Day Review Period
• Remediation
• Certification!
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Virginia Pollinator‐Smart Montoring Plan
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Year 10

• Monitoring
• Long‐Term Vegetation 
Management Plan

• Scorecard Version B (Green)
• 21‐Day Review Period

• Remediation
• LIFETIME CERTIFICATION!
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Current Supply

• Virginia Solar Site Native 
Plant Finder
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Virginia Solar Site Native Plant Finder

• Solar Plant Finder currently has 278 native species commercially available 
including pollinator species

• Queries conducted by counties/cities using various species characteristics 
including water and light requirements, flowering seasons and maximum height 
requirement

• Results returned give details of plant species including habitat, locality, VA digital 
atlas link with photos and hyperlinks to commercial vendors    
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Virginia Pollinator‐Smart Business Plan
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Business Plan Walkthrough• Overall Business Model for VA‐ “Build out the minimum 
infrastructure needed to deliver a rough conditioned product to a 
facility capable of conditioning the seed to a marketable state.”

• Virginia Native Seed Growers’ Business Advisory Committee
• Development of a Growers/Producers Network
• Ernst Conservation Seeds for processing and distribution of the seed 
• Development of a regional ecotype seed supply (currently only 7 VA Ecotypes 
commercially available) 
• Collection Group
• Nursery Group
• Foundation Seed Increase Group 
• Certified Seed Producer
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Arkansas Native Seed Program
• Arkansas Natural Heritage Commission

• AR Game and Fish Commission
• US Fish & Wildlife Service

• AR DOT
• Audubon Arkansas NATIVE Project

• USDA NRCS
• The Nature Conservancy

• Ozark Ecological Restoration, Inc.
• Illinois River Watershed Partnership

• Beaver Watershed Alliance
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Arkansas Native Seed Program
• Full‐time seed coordinator hired

• Building on a six‐year old Audubon program
• Small farmers growing 2 or 3 species each on 2 to 9 

acres
• Roundstone Native Seed LLC conducts cleaning and 

distribution
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Iowa Ecotype Project
• Produce and increase regionally adapted Iowa Source Identified 

Foundation seed for commercial producers
• Promote commercial availability and affordability of Source Identified 

seed
• Increasing seed of 50 species from 3,000 populations from three 

provenance zones in Iowa
• 81 ecotypes of 33 species released for commercial production

• 60,000 of Source Identified seed produced annually
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Potential Markets for a 
Virginia Native Seed Program

• Solar Energy Sites
• Reclaimed Mine Sites

• Pipeline ROWs
• Transmission ROWs
• Roadside ROWs

• Farms
• Parks
• Schools

• Landowners
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Cople Elementary School in Westmoreland County designed by Sun Tribe is 
the first facility in Virginia to be gold certified under a new program that 
encourages pollinator‐friendly solar development. Gold certification is the 
highest pollinator‐smart designation available through the voluntary 
program.
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www.pollinatorsmartva.org
If you have questions, comments, or feedback, please reach out to us!

pollinator.smart@dcr.virginia.gov

VA Pollinator-Smart Resources located at
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