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This afternoon

ÁThe problem, and a solution

ÁDefinitions

ÁExample multisolvinginnovations

ÁEvidence about message framing

ÁTarget adopters

ÁNovelty 



The problem is political polarization and the 
ǇŀǊǘƛǎŀƴ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ άŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜέ

ÁWhile many U.S. jurisdictions have taken actions to 
reduce carbon emissions, others have not

ÁThe diffusion of adaptation innovations is likely 
outpacing the diffusion of mitigation innovations

ÁActions to reduce carbon emissions are responses to 
climate change

ÁThe majority of counties in the U.S. voted conservative in 
2016 and 2020

ÁaŜǊŜ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ άŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŎƻǳƴǘƛŜǎ Ŏŀƴ 
lead to mistrust, skepticism, and indifference



Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴΧ

ÁThe information environment is crowded, with 
sophisticated counter-messages and considerable 
misinformation



With some innovations certain benefits can be 
emphasized and other benefits ignored

ÁThis is akin to avoiding negative reactions rather than 
countering them

ÁThese are multisolvingƻǊ άŎƻ-ōŜƴŜŦƛǘέ ƛƴƴƻǾŀǘƛƻƴǎ



What is a multisolvinginnovation?

ÁAn innovationis a practice, program, policy or 
technology that is perceived to be new by a potential 
adopter

ÁMultisolvingrefers to innovations that promise  
benefits of more than one type



[ŜǘΩǎ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ŀ ŦŜǿ





Biofuel Digesters

ÁWhat it is

ÁTechnologies adopedby farmers and municipalities to 
convert manure, agricultural waste, and food waste into 
natural gas or electricity

ÁThe benefits

ÁReduced waste, ready-to-use fertilizer

ÁClean energy

ÁWhere it has been implemented

ÁMore than 2,500 U.S. locations





Low and No Emission Zones

ÁWhat it is

ÁCity policies to either restrict or charge fees for vehicles 
with high emissions to enter high density areas

ÁThe benefits

Á Improved respiratory health and physical activity, reduced 
social isolation

ÁReduced carbon emissions

ÁWhere it has been implemented

ÁMany Europe countries, U.S. cities and towns




