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When Communication is Complicated 
üWhat constitutes a disaster?  

üRole of Social Determinants of Health

üDisparities, inequities, and justice issues

üDisaster Communication 

ü Impacts of disaster on capacity and comprehension

ü Important theories for understanding barriers to 
communication

üStrategies for dealing with barriers

üWhat can/should you communicate BEFORE a disaster?



What exactly constitutes a disaster? 
üA disaster is a sudden, calamitous event that 

seriously disrupts the functioning of a community 
or society and causes human, material, and 
economic or environmental losses that exceed the 
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own resources. 

International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies

üDefinition holds true for families and individuals as well. . .



Social Determinants of 
Health

üSDOH:  conditions that affect a 
wide range of health, functioning, 
and quality-of-life outcomes and 
risks

üGrouped into five domains


