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The 	Context 
Heavy 	metal 	contamination	in	urban	soils 	is 	not	a	new 	problem, 	it	is 
an	old 	problem 	that	has 	been	somewhat	forgotten	… 
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Based on the NYS DEC Standard, how many of the 
garden soil samples were “safe” for growing food? 

(black=OK; red=not	OK)	 
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Ni Cu Zn As CdCr Co Pb 

Overall New York City (n = 1652 for Pb; n=475 for other metals) 
Median 49 9 28 77 248 10 1.2 355 
Mean 55 9 32 110 327 12 1.6 600 
S.D. 29 4 24 123 258  7.5 1.5 767 
Max 262 28 333 1286 2352 76 11 8912 
Min 4 2 2 5 35 0.9 0.1 3 
Unrestricted use std 30 - 30 50 109 13 2.5 63 
% exceeding limit 85 - 44 75 88 32 24 92 
US EPA SSLs 120000 - 1600 - 23000 0.4 70 400 
NYS Background* 14 - 17 14 65 5 0.5 19 

Home garden samples (n = 197) 
Median  53 9 30 89 300 12 1.8 632 
Residential std 36 - 310 270 10,000 16 2.5 400 
% exceeding limit 86 - 0 8 0 28 36 68 

Community garden samples (n =106) 
Median 39 8 21 55 169 7.6 1.1 140 
Restricted Res. std 180 - 310 270 10,000 16 4.3 400 
% exceeding limit 0 - 1 0 0 9 2 10 
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